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	Chronology of Hong Kong

By Fritz Galt



	1557
Portuguese settle Macao

1839
Opium War breaks out between China and Britain in November after Chinese official orders the destruction of illegal Indian opium stored by foreign merchants in Guangzhou warehouses.

1840
Britain declares war on China in June.

1841
Chinese agree to pay indemnities to Britain and cede the island of Hong Kong on January 20. Survey ship lands on the barren island January 26 (population 5,000, mostly fishermen and pirates). Both sides reject convention and Britain resumes attacks on Chinese coastal forts north to Shanghai.

1842
Treaty of Nanjing on August 29 ends Opium War between China and Britain. China cedes Hong Kong to Britain in perpetuity. Fujian, Guangzhou, Foochow, Ningpo, and Shanghai are set apart as cities in which foreigners receive special privileges, including immunity from Chinese law and in which foreigners may conduct trade under consular supervision. China must pay indemnities to Britain. Opium trade resumes.

1858
Treaties of Tientsin on June 26-29 conclude victorious French-British war against China. Several Chinese ports are opened to foreign ships.

1860
French and British troops occupy Beijing on October 12 and burn the Summer Palace to punish the Chinese for taking British diplomat who acted as virtual governor of Guangzhou. Chinese allow foreign diplomats and cede Kowloon Peninsula and Stonecutters Island to Britain.

1887
China cedes Macao to Portugal.

1898
China leases Hong Kong, Kowloon, New Territories, Deep Bay, Mirs Bay, and 235 islands to Britain for 99 years.

1906
Typhoon hits Hong Kong on September 19 killing 50,000.

1925
US forces land in Shanghai to protect Americans caught up in violence on January 15-March 12.

1931
Japan takes Manchuria.

1937
Japanese forces invade China on July 7. Some 200,000 civilians are massacred in Nanjing on December 13 which, along with merciless bombing of Chinese cities, rouses world opinion against Japan.

1938
Japanese troops land at Bias Bay near Hong Kong on October 12. Capture Guangzhou, cutting off rail supplies to Chinese forces in the interior.

1940
British withdraw troops from Shanghai on August 9.

1941
Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor on December 7. Japan declares war on the US.

1941
Japanese take Hong Kong on December 25.

1945
Japan surrenders aboard U.S.S. Missouri on September 2. China is given control of Inner Mongolia, Manchuria, Taiwan, and Hainan.

1945
British at Singapore accept surrender of Japanese forces in Southeast Asia on September 12. British reoccupy Hong Kong.

1972
Beijing’s UN ambassador lays claim to Hong Kong and Macao on March 3.

1984
British Prime Minister Thatcher and Chinese Premier Zhao Ziyang sign agreement for Hong Kong transfer in 1997 on December 19. Hong Kong is to retain its legal, social, and economic systems for an additional 50 years and China will guarantee civil liberties, while China will oversee defense and foreign affairs.

1989
70-story Bank of China Building is completed in Hong Kong. It is the tallest structure in Hong Kong and contains Beijing’s main overseas branch.

1991
Hong Kong’s first direct legislative elections for 30% of the seats.

1997
Hong Kong transfers to Mainland Chinese control on June 30.

1999
Portuguese colony of Macao transfers to Mainland Chinese control.





