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	Chronology of Mainland China

By Fritz Galt



	1616
Manchus forces invade China..

1644
Ming dynasty that ruled China since the 1380s ends in April with suicide of its emperor after Beijing is taken by a bandit and rebellion leader.

1644
Manchus help Mings drive out rebellion and set up Qing dynasty which will last until 1912.

1681
Manchu emperor defeats Rebellion of the Three Feudatories and kills its leader, a former Ming general, in the south of China and establishes Qing rule over all of mainland China.

1839
Opium War breaks out in November between China and Britain after Chinese official orders the destruction of illegal Indian opium stored by foreign merchants in Guangzhou warehouses.

1840
Britain declares war on China in June.

1842
Treaty of Nanjing on August 29 ends Opium War between China and Britain. China cedes Hong Kong to Britain in perpetuity. Fujian, Guangzhou, Foochow, Ningpo, and Shanghai are set apart as cities in which foreigners receive special privileges, including immunity from Chinese law and in which foreigners may conduct trade under consular supervision. China must pay indemnities to Britain. Opium trade resumes.

1858
Treaties of Tientsin on June 26-29 conclude victorious French-British war against China. Several Chinese ports, including two ports on east coast of Taiwan, are opened to foreign ships.

1860
French and British troops occupy Beijing on October 12 and burn the Summer Palace to punish the Chinese for taking British diplomat who acted as virtual governor of Guangzhou. Chinese allow foreign diplomats and cede Kowloon Peninsula and Stonecutters Island to Britain.

1885
Treaty of Tientsin on June 9 after Chinese attack over border in Vietnam. China recognizes France’s protectorate of Tonkin.

1895
Treaty of Shimonoseki on April 17 ends Sino-Japanese war over Korea that has destroyed Chinese army and navy. China cedes Korea, Taiwan, Pescadores, and Liaotung Peninsula to Japan and agrees to pay indemnities and open four more ports to foreign commerce. 

1905-10
Dr. Sun Yat-sen develops Three Principles of the People. Hopes to overthrow the Qing dynasty and unify all Chinese.

1911
Dr. Sun Yat-sen, 45, returns from 16 years of exile to China on December 29. He is elected president of the United Provinces of China in Nanjing.

1921
Chinese Communist Party’s first congress, held in Shanghai.

1925
US forces land in Shanghai to protect Americans caught up in violence on January 15-March 12.

1925
Dr. Sun Yat-sen, 57, dies of cancer in Beijing on March 12.

1925
Kuomintang (Nationalists) appoints General Chiang Kai-shek, 39, commander in chief in September. Brings southern provinces under his control.

1927
Chiang Kai-shek with Nationalist and Communist troops take Hangchow, Shanghai, and Guangzhou in February. Loot and burn Nanjing on March 24 to end the warlord era of Chinese history. 

1927
Chiang Kai-shek crushes "autumn harvest uprising" led by Communist Mao Zedong on September 19. Establishes rightist National Revolutionary Government at Nanjing, excluding Communists.

1931
Japan takes Manchuria.

1932
China’s boycott of Japanese goods causes Japanese retaliation on January 29. Japanese troops land and attach the Chinese district of Shanghai and terror bomb the civilians.

1932
Last Emperor in China (Qing Dynasty) becomes leader of Japanese puppet state of Manchukuo (Manchuria).

1937
Japanese forces invade China on July 7. Beijing falls July 28. Tientsin falls July 29, Shanghai falls November 8. Nanjing falls December 13. Some 200,000 civilians are massacred in Nanjing which, along with merciless bombing of Chinese cities, rouses world opinion against Japan.

1938
Japanese troops land at Bias Bay near Hong Kong on October 12. Capture Guangzhou, cutting off rail supplies to Chinese forces in the interior.

1940
British withdraw troops from Shanghai on August 9.

1941
Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor on December 7. Japan declares war on the US.

1945
Japan surrenders aboard U.S.S. Missouri on September 2. China is given control of Inner Mongolia, Manchuria, Taiwan, and Hainan.

1949
Chiang Kai-shek resigns his presidency of China on January 21 as Communist forces take Tientsin., near Beijing. Begins removing Nationalist forces to Taiwan.

1949
US aid to Nationalist China ends on August 5.

1949
People’s Republic of China proclaimed in Beijing by Mao Zedong and Zhou En-lai on October 1.

1949
Chiang Kai-shek arrives in Taiwan on December 8. Installs Kuomintang government there.

1950
US frustrates Communist invasion plans by sending naval force to defend Taiwan.

1964
France recognizes People’s Republic of China.

1971
Taiwan loses seat in the UN to the People’s Republic of China.

1972
US President Richard Nixon upgrades trade relations with Beijing on February 14 to be on the same basis as trade with Soviet Union and Soviet bloc nations.

1972
US President Richard Nixon visits People’s Republic of China on February 20. US opens liaison office in Beijing.

1976
Chairman Mao Zedong dies at age 82 on September 10.

1976
Mao’s widow’s "Gang of Four" is imprisoned in China in early October.

1978
US recognizes the People’s Republic of China on December 15. Opens Embassy in Beijing.

1997
Hong Kong transfers to Mainland Chinese control on June 30.

1999
Portuguese colony of Macao transfers to Mainland Chinese control.





