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	Chronology of Taiwan

By Fritz Galt



	603
First record of Chinese settlers coming to Taiwan. Find Malay aborigines already living there.

1100s
Bands of Japanese conquer portions of Taiwan. 

1400s
From this century onward, Japan regards eastern half of Taiwan as Japanese.

1400s
Han Chinese migrate to Taiwan.

1590
Portuguese become first Europeans to visit Taiwan.

1600s
Spanish attempt to settle Taiwan. Thwarted by Dutch.

1621
Dutch take Pescadores.

1624
Dutch settle southeast Taiwan for 37 years.

1661
Ming pirate Zheng Chenkong (also called Koxinga), who is ravaging the Chinese coast with a fleet of 3,000 junks, besieges Dutch settlement at Fort Zelandia on Taiwan.

1662
Koxinga establishes a Ming Chinese government in Taiwan to resist the Manchus in power in China.

1683
Manchus invade Taiwan. Koxinga’s son surrenders Taiwan. Taiwan becomes part of Chinese Empire until 1895. Chinese immigration to Taiwan increases greatly.

1721
China suppresses a revolt in Taiwan

1858
Treaties of Tientsin conclude victorious French-British war against China on June 26-29. Several Chinese ports, including two ports on east coast of Taiwan, are opened to foreign ships.

1858-60
First Roman Catholic and Protestant missions established in Taiwan.

1874
Japanese troops invade Taiwan in April. Blame it on a shipwreck in 1871 that killed 54 Okinawan seamen. Assure the Chinese they will leave by October if China pays an indemnity.

1884
French bombard Taiwan to punish Chinese for not agreeing to France’s protectorate of Indochina and refusal to pay indemnities. 

1895
Treaty of Shimonoseki on April 17 ends Sino-Japanese war over Korea that has destroyed Chinese army and navy. China cedes Korea, Taiwan, Pescadores, and Liaotung Peninsula to Japan. Chinese inhabitants of Taiwan refuse to submit. Rebellion put down by Japanese who impose cultural Japanization for next 50 years. 

1905-10
Dr. Sun Yat-sen develops Three Principles of the People. Hopes to overthrow the Qing dynasty and unify all Chinese.

1911
Dr. Sun Yat-sen, 45, returns from 16 years of exile to China on December 29. He is elected president of the United Provinces of China in Nanjing.

1915
Japan tightens control of Taiwan by making it an integral part of its empire.

1925
Dr. Sun Yat-sen, 57, dies of cancer in Beijing on March 12.

1925
Kuomintang (Nationalists) appoint General Chiang Kai-shek, 39, commander in chief in September. Brings southern provinces under his control.

1927
Chiang Kai-shek with Nationalist and Communist troops take Hangchow, Shanghai, and Guangzhou in February. Loot and burn Nanjing on March 24 to end the warlord era of Chinese history. 

1927
Chiang Kai-shek crushes "autumn harvest uprising" led by Communist Mao Zedong on September 19. Establishes rightist National Revolutionary Government at Nanjing, excluding Communists.

1927
Chiang Kai-shek divorces first wife and marries Wellesley-educated Song Mei-ling on December 1.

1941
Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor on December 7. Japan declares war on the US.

1941
US declares war on Japan on December 8.

1944
Allied forces begin carrier-based raids on Taiwan on October 12. 300 Japanese planes are destroyed.

1945
Japan surrenders aboard U.S.S. Missouri on September 2. China is given control of Inner Mongolia, Manchuria, Taiwan, and Hainan.

1949
Chiang Kai-shek resigns his presidency of China on January 21 as Communist forces take Tientsin., near Beijing. Begins removing Nationalist forces to Taiwan.

1949
US aid to Nationalist China ends on August 5.

1949
People’s Republic of China proclaimed in Beijing by Mao Zedong and Zhou En-lai on October 1.

1949
Chiang Kai-shek arrives on Taiwan on December 8. Installs Kuomintang government there.

1950
US frustrates Communist invasion plans by sending naval force to defend Taiwan.

1954
US and Taiwan sign mutual defense treaty by which the US agrees conditionally to take punitive action against Communists if they attack Taiwan or the Pescadores.

1964
France recognizes People’s Republic of China.

1971
Taiwan loses seat in the UN to the People’s Republic of China.

1972
US President Richard Nixon upgrades trade relations with Beijing to be on the same basis as trade with Soviet Union and Soviet bloc nations on February 14.

1972
US President Richard Nixon visits People’s Republic of China on February 20. US opens liaison office in Beijing.

1975
Chiang Kai-shek dies at age 87 on April 5. His son, Chiang Ching-kuo, continues as premier and elected to presidency in 1978.

1978
US recognizes the People’s Republic of China on December 15. Opens Embassy in Beijing.

1979
US breaks ties with Taiwan on January 1. Renames Embassy in Taipei the American Institute in Taiwan.

1980
US-Taiwan mutual defense treaty lapses in January.

1987
Taiwan lifts Martial law in July.

1988
Chiang Ching-kuo, President of Taiwan, dies at age 77 on January 13. Succeeded by Taiwan-born Lee Teng-hui.

1991
Taiwan lifts emergency rule which had permitted the domination of the National Assembly by aging mainland delegates elected in 1947.

1992
Taiwan elections see Kuomintang retaining two thirds of legislative seats in National Assembly. 
1996
First direct Presidential elections in Taiwan on March 23.

2000
Chen Shui-bien elected President, first non-Kuomintang leader of modern Taiwan
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